Principal’s Message

What a wonderful start we have had to our new school year!  We send out a huge “welcome” to our 88 new kindergartners as well as our 24 new students and their families who are joining our PES community this year.  We hope to see all new and familiar faces at our annual PTO Welcome Back Picnic, which is being held at Ballantine Park at 4:30 on Tuesday, Sept. 18th.  

Our smooth opening, once again, is directly attributed to all of the work many staff members and the PTO does over the summer to help your children transition back to a new school year.  We had helpful kindergarten and new family orientations, thanks to the work of PTO Vice Presidents Shawn and Sandi Collins who helped organize these events.  I also thank my staff members who were here to connect with our new students and families, including our nurse Linda Ice, kindergarten teachers Nancy King and Cindy Rosa, Guidance Counselor Kate Soltesz, Media Specialist Pat Smith, and Technology Teacher Al Curtis.  I also am grateful to our first and second grade teachers, who provided a Meet and Greet for students and families the day before school began.  Also, I would like to thank all of the teachers who wrote to students and/or made themselves available for informal introductions throughout the summer.  It is because of all of these efforts that our first day of school was one of the best ever.  We thank everyone for your patience with slower busses during the first week of school as well.

We have several new staff members, and you can find out more about them within this newsletter.  They have worked hard last spring and over the summer to learn all about our school and district and prepare for their positions, under the direction of their mentors and PES colleagues.  A big thank you to all who have helped acclimate our newest staff!

Once again, the entire Region 15 events calendar is available on the district website at www.region15.org.   

As a district we continue our work revising the district social studies curriculum, and are also working on language arts.  As a district we continue our work together looking at instructional practice, viewing lessons and having rich discussions about what we see happening in lessons and what students are doing.  We are building Professional Learning Communities in each school, with teams of educators meeting consistently to look at achievement data, student work and designing effective lessons to meet student needs. This initiative is to help move us to become more reflective regarding instructional practices that are most effective for our students and their needs.  

The Connecticut Mastery Test information regarding each student from last year’s grades 3-5 were mailed home to you on September 7th.   An analysis of these results has been done and provided for the PES staff.  Our two professional development days before school began focused on building our highly effective grade level teams, as well as looking at CMT and other end of year assessment data on students in this year’s classes, and developing reading goals for the first month of school for each class. We are very excited about our work with your children!

You should have received a letter from your child’s teacher inviting you to tell us about your child, his/her strengths, and your goals for your child this year.  I have visited all classrooms, and have discussed PES expectations for behavior and effort.  A booklet which contains all of our rules will be distributed to every student in grades 1-5.  Please review these with your child, sign the little white form, and have your child return it to us.  Many thanks!

We have a new walkie talkie system in place at PES, which will greatly facilitate our management needs during lunch, recess and dismissal.  We also await our new security system, which should be in place sometime this year.  We thank the Board of Education and our friends in Central Office for helping us to be a safe learning environment at PES.  

We look forward to another wonderful year and thank you for your wonderful children and your support every day.  We hope to see everyone at the PTO Picnic!
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Safety Drills

During the course of the school year we practice a variety of safety drills including fire and lock down drills.  If you have any questions regarding these, please contact Mrs. Keepin.

Governor’s Reading Challenge

A little over 200 children have already returned the lists of books they’ve read or listened to over the summer as part of the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge. We will be collecting these lists in the white basket outside the Media Center for the remainder of this month. Please have your children drop their lists off as soon as possible so they can be included in the count that we send into the state. They don’t need to use a special form but their name and class need to be on the lists they submit.

Author Visit

Matt Tavares, an author and an illustrator will be visiting PES on Tuesday October 23. Forms to order his books will be going out shortly. Matt will autograph these when he visits PES. The books will be sent home the day following his visit. If you want to see the books they will be available in the Media Center and at the school picnic. 

Speech

Research indicates that hearing acuity is linked to reading acquisition.  To ensure your child’s academic success, the Speech/Language Pathologists will be conducting hearing screenings for all kindergarteners beginning the week of September 10th, 2007.  Screening results will be shared with parents if there is a concern.

Community Connections

If you would like to receive the monthly emailed newsletter about school events, activities, and meetings, please go to:  www.region15.org/ccsignup.htm<http://www.region15.org/ccsignup.htm>.  If you already receive “Community Connections”, you do not have to sign up again.

Carolyn Matthews – Grade 4

I am so excited about being back at PES as a fourth grade teacher.  I began my teaching career at PES as a first grade teacher.  I also taught first grade at LMES.  After my second child was born, I decided to stay home for a few years.  I started back at PES three years ago, working part time as a SIP tutor, primarily servicing children in second and fourth grades in the areas of reading, writing, and math.  Last fall, an opportunity became available for me to teach fifth grade as a long term substitute and I was thrilled to take on the responsibility.

I live in Southbury with my husband, Mike, and my two children, Kevin and Ali, who also attend PES.  

I like to run when I have the time.  You may see me on the streets in town.  I also enjoy cooking and gardening.

I am looking forward to a fun and productive year in fourth grade.

Cindy Canty – Grade 2

I have joined the staff of PES to teach 2nd grade while Mrs. Haddad takes a year off to spend time with her son, Ben.  

I have a Bachelor of Science from Ithaca College and a Masters in Teaching from Fordham University.   I completed my year long student teaching assignments at an elementary school in Ardsley, New York and at an intermediate school in Tarrytown, New York.   I taught for nine years in Wilton, Connecticut and took off time when my daughter, Kaeleigh was born.  I am very excited to return to teaching and have the most wonderful class at PES.

 My  hobbies are spending time with my family hiking, biking, and any other outdoor activity.  I love to read, watch football in the fall, and travel.  

Matthew Memoli – Student Teacher

My name is Matthew Memoli, I am a 22 year old senior at Central Connecticut State University where I am studying Physical Education. In December I will graduate with a 3.0 average, a major in Physical Education, and minor in Psychology. At Central I played baseball for four years, won two conference championships, and was a two year captain. I live in Shelton and am very glad to be a part of your school and community.

Lucia Sheetz – Student Teacher

I graduated from Holy Cross High School and from Central Connecticut State University with a B.S. in Business Management.

I am currently completing the final portion (student teaching) for a M.S. in Education from the University of Bridgeport.

I was born, raised, and currently live in Waterbury and I am the proud mother of 3 daughters ages 13, 11, and 8.

I also work as a sales associate at Ann Taylor Loft I Southbury when I am not working at PES.

Sharon Bucciarelli – General Assistant

My previous work included more than 20 years of leadership experience with the U.S. Army.  I have taught subjects including cultural diversity, mediation, and leadership.  I am the recipient of the Bronze Star for my service in Iraq in 2003.  

I am a graduate of the University of Tampa with a degree in Biology.  I  reside in Southbury with my husband, John, and our two children, Jay and Meryl.

