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CALENDAR


Oct. 8
Columbus Day – NO SCHOOL

Oct. 9 & 22
Bd. Of Ed., PHS, 7:30PM

Oct. 10
PES PTO, 7PM

Oct. 14
Playscape Tuneup

Oct. 15
School Pictures

Oct. 18
Kndg. to Indian Rock Nature Preserve

Oct. 23 
Author/Illustrator Vissit


PTO Craft Night, 6:30PM

Oct. 25
Meet the Candidate, 7-9PM, PHS

Oct. 26
PTO Square Dance 6-9PM

Oct. 31
Gr. 1 to Flanders

Nov. 2
PTO Family Square Dance, 7PM

Nov. 9
Professional Development Day, 1PM Dismissal

Nov. 12
Veteran’s Day – NO SCHOOL

Nov. 13 & 26  Bd. Of Ed., PHS


A very heart-felt “thank you” to DePalma’s Pizza in Union Square.  They very generously donate the pizzas every month for our class of the month.  We GREATLY appreciate their support!! 


Principal’s Message

All of us at PES send you a huge “thank you” for your support of our direct donation PTO Fundraiser.  We hoped to reach 100% of our goal by the end but are only at about 79% at this time.  We have therefore extended our fund raising efforts a bit longer just in case there are families who have not yet been able to contribute.  Your PTO support is essential to maintain the quality and number of programs, activities and learning experiences we typically have for our children.  The teachers rely on the grade level grants to obtain additional materials that enhance the program offerings in our classrooms.  Thank you from all of us for your ongoing generosity!

I hope that everyone was able to attend Parent Night and found the information to be informative and useful. I want to thank my dedicated staff who put in many hours to prepare for these presentations!  I would also like to thank Mrs. O’Brien, substitute for  Mrs. Goncalo, who came in to meet the parents in order to facilitate the transition to a new teacher.  This was greatly appreciated and helpful.

We are so pleased to welcome Ms. Jessica Field as our new .5 kindergarten teacher.  We welcome her work within our existing kindergarten classrooms to help us meet the needs of all students.

A reminder to all that family vacations are not excused absences for your children.  You must write me a letter about an upcoming trip, and only when it is an extenuating circumstance, can I excuse the absence of your child.  If I do not hear from you, the absences are automatically unexcused.  State law indicates that four unexcused absences in a month, or ten in a year, require further action from the school, which can include a referral to the Superintendent of Schools.  Please do not plan to take your children out of school during the month of March if they are in grades 3-5.  We have CMTs during this month and are mandated to have full participation.  I thank you sincerely for your cooperation with these laws and guidelines.

Attached to this newsletter are the results of the CMTs in relation to the requirements for Adequate Yearly Progress from No Child Left Behind, the federal law.  The AYP requirements were as follows:  74% of the students scoring proficient in math and 68% of the students scoring proficient in reading.  As you can see we met AYP in all areas.

In this newsletter you will also find an article about PES from the newsletter “Bulletin Board” from the American Diabetes Association.  Hats off to PES students and families!  You can see that Southbury schools were the top two fundraisers in the state!

This fall has been so beautiful and time is just flying by.  The students and staff at PES are hard at work and very productive.  Learning is all around us!  

In Partnership,

Carissa Keepin

Principal

Student of the Month

The Students of the Month for September are: Mrs. King AM, Michael Foster; Mrs. King PM, Alyna Jones; Mrs. Rosa AM, Connor Nee; Mrs. Rosa PM, Melanie Belmont; Mrs. Kamide,  Kai Kostmayer; Mrs. Kloss, Ryan Canty; Mrs. Segreti, Noah Peters; Mrs. Yacawych, John Sheppard; Ms. Broden, Thomas Lyon; Mrs. Canty, Laura Lee; Mrs. Corbin, Taylor Ludvinsky; Mrs. Tyler,  Matthew Zackin; Mrs. Bass, Autumn Dempsey; Mrs. Fein, Oliver Tremblay; Mrs. Goncalo, Stephanie Milite; Mrs. Ryan, Jenna McMinn; Ms. Stoddard, Michael Schenk;  Mr. Ciccone, Lia Abarzua; Mrs. Jerome, Annabella Pastorok; Mrs. Matthews, Tommy Hubregsen; Mr. Santoro, Caroline Sanicola; Mr. Battaglia, Brody Nagy; Mrs. D’Aniello, Nicole Murphy; Mrs. Ewers, Patrick Lebel; Mrs. Spencer, Claire Domogala.  The Class of the Month for September is Mr. Battaglia’s 5th grade class.

Kindergarten

As you will recall, we had no formal kindergarten screening process last spring.  Our desire was to get to know our new students in an “authentic” environment, i.e., our kindergarten classrooms.

Over the next few weeks, we will be observing how our kindergarten students are adjusting, and progressing in their learning, language, and social development.  If we have any questions or suggestions pertaining to this development, the kindergarten teacher will contact you and information will be shared.  Our goal is to ensure the learning and happy adjustment of every one of our kindergarten friends.

The kindergarten students have settled in nicely here at PES.  We are enjoying our new classrooms and new friends.  We have been busy learning about apples and gathering data using graphs, weighing, measuring, estimating, and tasting!  We have been working on our alphabet, shapes, numbers, colors, and rhyming.

We have exciting field trips this month to the firehouse and Indian Rock Nature Preserve.

It was nice to see all of you at Parent Night.  Please contact us if you every have any questions about our kindergarten day.

Grade 1

First grade is such an exciting place to be!  The rooms are full of hard working children sounding out words and retelling stories.  Young writers are putting their ideas into stories as well as pictures.  

The students are making observations about the fall sky and their own shadows.  In math, they are “counting on” to solve problems.  

Friendships are budding and we are seeing our first graders become a community of respectful learners.

Grade 2

Second grade is off to Italy!!  We are reading about this beautiful country and studying its people, products, and landscape.  We will soon say goodbye to our plants and begin a unit on grasses.  In math we are working on estimating, sorting, and graphing buttons.  We answer questions by analyzing the collected data.  

In writing we are working on Ideas, Organization, and Voice.  Our reading lessons include studying characters, setting, and plot.  We are learning to respond to text in writing.

Grade 3

Third graders are off to a great start!  We have been busy reading all kinds of chapter books such as:  The Magic Tree House, Junie B. Jones, Bailey School Kids, and The Littles.  In the classrooms we are reading numerous trade books as well as our anthology in our guided reading groups.

In Math Trailblazers we are collecting data, making graphs, learning subtraction facts, problem solving, and making line math puzzles.  Please practice math facts daily.

In science, we are studying life cycles and doing lots of experiments using the scientific method.  Our green anoles and crickets will be arriving soon.

The children have been studying Native Americans and just returned from a fabulous field trip to the Native American Institute in Washington, CT.  

We would like to welcome Debbie Fein and Jen O’Brien (substituting for Michelle Goncalo) to our third grade team.

Grade 4

The fourth grade school year is off to an excellent start.  The children are actively engaged in learning in all subject areas and are doing quite well.  There are many exciting things coming up in the fall, so we are very excited to keep things rolling along!

In reading the students are involved with many different selections to enjoy.  The fourth graders are wrapping up the first theme in their anthology entitled “You Can Do It”, where characters overcome various obstacles, and are ready to jump into the 2nd theme, called “Side by Side”.  In addition, the students are reading a variety of trade books with their guided reading groups.  Independent, self-selected literature is also a major focus in 4th grade.  There is a lot going on thus far, and the kids have done an excellent job managing the assortment of texts they are reading.

The writing process is also in full swing this fall.  Students are picking up where they left off last year, enhancing their skills as narrative writers.  We are focusing on the elements of good stories, while blending in aspects of the six traits of writing.  This is being done through narrative writing in addition to other genres as well.  The kids have so many brilliant thoughts just waiting to be brought out on paper!

The 4th graders are also studying new things in science this year. Right now we are currently in the middle of an extensive unit on magnetism and electricity.  Everyone is thoroughly engaged in the hands-on, inquiry based learning that has taken place.  The kids will be wiring your homes before you know it!!!

In social studies, we have arrived in the time period of the Civil War.  The students are making great use of the computer lab and various resources in literature to learn more about the causes of the way and the Underground Railroad.  They are really getting a feel of this important time that helped shape our country’s history.

We’re off to a great start and look to move forward from here!

Grade 5

We are off to a wonderful start in 5th grade.  The students have adjusted nicely to their new teams and busy schedules.

We are “blown away” by the writing that children have been producing in their writer’s notebooks.  Students are taught a mini-lesson 3-4 times a week then asked to apply the skill.  The writing is more personalized and the product has been unbelievable.  

The children are very enthusiastic about exploring map and globe skills in social studies.  In math warm-ups continue to be a challenge.  Students are currently working on reading and writing big numbers, multiplication, estimating products and exponents.  Also, we are continually striving to strengthen math facts.

Our well-educated scientists have recently examined the scientific method through our egg drop experiment and now have moved into unit 2, where they embark on the journey through our solar system.  Topics include revolution and rotation of the earth and moon, moon phases, as well as exploring the remaining planets in our solar system.

Guided Reading again will be a focus this year with students learning how to apply specific strategies to their reading.  The students will be exposed to a variety of novels, which have been proven to be stimulating and pleasurable.

We enjoyed meeting everyone at Parent Night and are looking forward to a wonderful, productive school year with your children.

Media Center

Governor’s Reading Challenge

266 children returned the lists of books they’ve read or listened to over the summer as part of the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge. They read a total of 5,354 books. This information will be forwarded to Governor Rell. Thank you to all those who helped their child read or read to them over the summer. 

Do know we will participate in this challenge again next summer. Lists of suggested books along with the Governor’s Challenge forms and information and the Southbury Public Library summer sign up information will be sent home with your child in June.

Author Visit

Matt Tavares, an author and an illustrator will be visiting PES on Tuesday, October 23rd. Matt will autograph the books that were ordered when he visits PES. The books will be sent home the day following his visit. 

Mr. Tavares’ presentations will be geared to each specific grade level. Besides talking about what he does as an author and an illustrator, he will have a slide presentation about the process of writing and illustrating picture books, a drawing demonstration, and time for questions. With the younger children he may also include reading from one of his books.  You can visit his website www.matttavares.com to find out more.

100% Returns

Congratulations to the five classes that had 100% returns during the month of September. They were Miss Broden, Mrs. Kamide, Mrs. Kloss, Miss Stoddard and Mrs. Matthews with Mrs. Kamide’s Class achieving this twice!

Donations

 Thank you goes out to fifth grader Kevin Frager who donated 22 paperback books, to parent Marge Skinger for 2008 Guinness Book of World Records (a very popular book that we could always use multiple copies of) and Shirley Lynch for another Guinness 2002 and an I Spy to replace worn out copies. 

Donations of gently used books are accepted with the understanding that what can’t be used in the Media Center will be offered to the teachers for classroom collections. Please leave your name with any books you donate. Thank you for thinking of us as you clean out or your children grow out of their books.

Classes

We’re off to a great start. I have gone over basic book care rules with the primary grades. Title, author, illustrator, cover, spine, spine label, and pages are topics we’ve also been reviewing with the first grade and introducing to the kindergarteners.

Kindergartens need your help in learning their four digit Library number. A card with this number can be found in the pocket of the book they borrowed. Those who know it are the first to check out books each week and won’t have a card in the book pocket since they already know their number. Thank you for helping them learn this. It really helps speed up the process for checking books out. 

Besides being introduced to the books Matt Tavares wrote and/or illustrated, the upper grades have been reviewing how to locate materials using our on line catalog. We’ve also gone over the designation for the different areas in both our fiction and nonfiction sections.

Second graders are being introduced to our online catalog. They are using it to search for the location of books by title, author, and subject of interest. 

I do ask that you provide your child with a zip lock bag to be kept in their backpack for their library book, to protect it from liquid or food damage. Also please help your child locate a safe place to keep their book when it’s at home. 

Lost or Damaged Books

Your child will receive an overdue notice the day after a book was due. After three overdue notices a bill will be sent home. This needs to be paid before your child can take out another book. If you find the book we will gladly give you back the money if it is returned before the end of the current school year. 

If you know the book is somewhere (Grandma’s, dad’s car etc…) and you can’t get it for a while, let me know and I will gladly let your child take out a book in the meantime. I want to keep books in our students’ hands.

If a book is damaged beyond salvage, you will have to pay for it before your child can take another book. A bill will be given to your child as soon as possible after we find out about the damaged book.

Nutmeg Project 

4th and 5th grade students will be invited to create a diorama or book cover for one of the current Nutmeg nominees. They were introduced to the books last year which have been flying off the shelves with the sequels in high demand as well. We have multiple copies of these books, as does the Southbury Public Library for the children to borrow. 

The children will receive an information sheet with the due dates and project requirements sometime during the first weeks of October. They are due the first full week in December but can be handed in any time between now and then except NOT during the Book Fair (November 14-16). They will be on display in the Media Center.

The children have been encouraged to see me about any part of the project they don’t understand. I do have a limited number of shoeboxes but always welcome more if you have any to send in for distribution.

Physical Education

Welcome back to a brand new school year!  We are off to a great start this year and plan on having a wonderful time.  We are excited that we have a student teacher with us until the end of October.  His name is Mr. Matthew Memoli, and he comes to us from Central CT State University.  He has already gotten to know so many children by name and is having a great time working with all of the students.  

This school year began with all K – 2 classes working on their locomotor activities, stops and starts, and personal spacing.  They will begin their units on rolling and throwing/catching next.  All 3 – 5 grade students began the year with cooperative activities and now are learning the concepts that deal with good cardio-respiratory health.  Following this unit, they will begin the next unit on Muscular Development.  Fourth graders are preparing to take the 4th Grade Physical Fitness Test.  Information has already gone home about this.

We look forward to another physically active and healthy month.

Art

Wow!  Thank you for your response to the needs of the art room in terms of sending in free art paper, broken dishes and tiles, and any other supplies on our wish list.  We could still use more recyclable paper for the free art area for the students’ drawings.

If you have the time, stop by the showcase outside the art room.  The 5th graders have used a different approach to showing the importance of the element of “line” in art.  They did an incredible job!

Thanks again for all your assistance.

Technology

This month the fifth graders have started to do outer space research online, using a variety of electronic sources. They will be using the information for claymation projects. Fourth graders are taking a virtual trip on the Underground Railroad with Harriet Tubman. The information they gather along the way will be used for a writing project. Second and third graders are learning to touch type on the computer and are making great progress. First graders have been working on graphing skills using The Graph Club, while kindergarteners have been exploring early literacy using Bailey’s Book House.

Guidance

Welcome back!  We hope you are off to a great start this year.  I am so excited to be back working with your children.  Developmental guidance lessons, individual counseling, and groups will continue at all grade levels.  The guidance lessons have begun in grades K-2 and 4-5. Grades K-2 and 4 will have lessons every other week. Third grade lessons will begin the first week of November and will be once a week.  These will be focused on "Free the Horses: A Self-Esteem Adventure".  Grade 5 lessons are every week and will resume at the end of the DARE program.  Please look for materials which will be sent home regarding these lessons.  We hope your child will share his/her experiences with the guidance program. Please encourage your children to talk about what they have learned during these lessons, so that you will be a part of their learning experience.
 

There was such an overwhelming student response to our Pomperaug Pals program that we will have three groups this year, one per marking period.  The Pals have already helped in many ways---Kindergarten and New Family Orientations, bus buddies, and the Southbury Celebration.  Many thanks to all of the Pals and their parents.
 

Best wishes for a wonderful year.  Please call if you have any questions or concerns.  Remember, we are here to help your children have a positive school experience.  Happy Fall!

Nurse

Welcome back to a new and exciting school year.  Just a quick reminder regarding the procedure for returning to school after an infectious illness:  if your child has a temperature of 100º or more, they must be home 24 hours fever free with no medication.  Vomiting or diarrhea must be symptom free for 24 hours with no medication.  Any illness requiring antibiotics, your child must be on antibiotics for 24 hours, fever free and able to participate in class.  Any questions, please free to call Mrs. Ice at 264-6230.



Holiday Wreaths

Would you consider purchasing your holiday wreath from the Susan B. Anthony Project this year?  S.B.A.P. is a support system of services for families suffering from domestic violence or sexual abuse.  All proceeds from wreath sales go to S.B.A.P.  Wreaths are:  small (20”) $15, medium (28”) $30, or large (38”) $45.  to order, call PES at 264-8283.  All wreaths will be available for pickup on December 1st at PES from 2:00-3:00 or any time during the following week.  Payment and orders are due by November 14th.  Thank you so very much!

Carissa Keepin

Wreath Fundraiser Chairperson

SBAP Board Vice President
